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THE QUESTIONS ~

Or-n@

POWERS FACES .4

THE ANSWERS? "

By Robert J. Donavan
Chief Warhinglon Correspondént
WASHINGTON.
A number of key questions
awail answers as U-2 pilot
Francls QGary Powers goes
before a Senute committee
today to be intetrogated pyb-
licly for the first time if1 this
country about his {fateful
filght over the Soviet Unlon
on May 1. 1960.
Follow ing arc ten questions
or sets of related questipns
that studemts of the U-2

affair would like to see gn-
swered in detall. In italios -
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! torture.

.Russians so

later at his t§ik1?

from jinformed sources, In

cortain cases, on the other
hand, no explamﬁon has

even been hintad s
1. How did thw dostmct!on

mechanism of Mr. Powers’

plane work? What was he

supposed to do {0 operate this
mechanism? What didn't he
hlow the plane up in flight
rather than let #t fall into
Russien handa?

Mr. Powers swas told thal
he should, if Kit, eject from
the plane and it would then
blow up. He testified in Mos-
oo, however, that he could
not follow thess instructions
because “forok#” in the falling
plng pinned him against the -

. inglrament panel board. Sub-

tly a letter that ap~
in Pravda over his
g

sedu
pear.

(for' granity) jarces.

2. Was he under fmstruc-
tions, within the framework
of his $30,000-a-year ooOne
tract, to avold capture a$
all costs, inchading, if neces«
sary, suicide by the poisoned
needle he carried?

rron the wt:e&mtmlr
alelligence. Age
have said that Rr.
1wds not under orders to ki)
himself to avert ecapture.
The needle, they maintain,
was to be used, if ha o
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chose,- ar e way oat of

3. What were his Instruoe

"tlons In the event he m

captured?

Tihese never have been. dig=
closed. Evidently, he was &
couraged to do gll Re ¢
to avoid capture, however.
The .38-ca !, with
tilencer, thédihe carried y

for hunting,sdme to eatT
testified. !

4. Why

after he vak

In part at Ied:t--cnq'

haps in very larpe parfl b imprisoned in the United
was only telling them su&m : ’
they wnek anyhow, . ; M : P
the plane landed W Thls s o mdttq_‘.}ltﬂl vellsd 4
Sverdlovsk In  fairly n -secrecl. L '

condition, they possesiclign
physical evidence of 7448
eras, radios, tape X
and the like.

:f oovia

vet g
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" tHe’ zﬁerrm 9
wtkcunoway |

the capability of disabling
plme flylug at 68,000 feet? f’
Podbers fgatifed

he xaw the vepor trefl oy

what he aarumed wes ano
plane far below
. $his wes

just before a3 hit. The

Undted States has ground-to- |
air rocksts capable of hitting
@ plane at 68,000 feet and the |
presumplion 12 thel the mn- ‘

#ans also have pich &
perhaps ong thet oan &

American stralegio planning :
urces § is the accuracy of this Soviet -
owers ] Fooket. It is not clear whethyr

Mr. Powers’ plane wds

by « hit:or a near-miss. ffe
“teglified, I felt a& sort of
hollow - sound - explosion, {:
seemed to be behind me.
226 @n grange flath or
as orange-colored light ba-
Abd me”

- 8. What, if. anythm:
.he told in his Russhn
about the

to American tut.hoﬂuu
return for release of the Ho-

_viet master spy, Col. Rudolf

Ivangvich Abel, who was

6. Was there any‘ /18 130
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